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3
Panel Legend Format Guide

3.0 Introduction 

This section displays legend format options for the graphic layout of NPS/Park Identification 

Signs. From this section, a UniGuide planner can select the appropriate format for a specific  

sign based on both the panel width and the most appropriate look or this particular display.  

The ruler at the base of each display identifies the length of the legend in relation to the capital 

letter height (x); to this length are added left and right margin values to create the full width of 

the panel. To determine the size of the sign panel, use the guide below. The full park name must 

be listed on each sign. In no case can the park classification “National Historic Site” or “National 

Seashore” be made a different type size or typeface. 

3.1 Ground Mounted Format Panels 

NPS Park/Facility Identification signs in the ground-mounted format are designed with standard 

legend sizes. These standard legend sizes are 4”, 6”, 9”, and 12”. The legend size, also know as the 

“x” height, is equal to the capital letter height of the type. The ruler displayed at the base of each 

legend layout indicates the line length of the legend in relation to the ”x” height.

In the first example below, the line length of Glacier National Park with a 12” cap height (“x” 

height), would be 16’ – 6”. To determine the final panel size an additional 3x, or 3 feet, would be 

added to the right side of the panel, and 1x, or 1 foot would be added to the left side of the panel. 

The total length of the panel would be 20’ – 6”. Using this dimension it is very easy to determine 

what size the Glacier panel would be using the other legend sizes. Multiplying by .5 would yield a 

10’ – 3” long panel with a 6” cap height. Multiplying by .333 would yield a 6’ – 9” long panel with 

a 4” cap height, and multiplying by .75 gives you a 15’ – 4” long panel with a 9” cap height.

National Park Service UniGuide Program  Chapter 3: Grid Layouts and Panel Format Guide 3.3-1 
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Maximum 
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3.2 Hanging Format Panels    

NPS Park/Facility Identification signs in the hanging format are designed with standard legend 

sizes. These standard legend sizes are 3”, 4”, 6”, 9”, and 12”. The legend size, also know as the 

“x” height, is equal to the capital letter height of the type. The ruler displayed at the base of each 

legend layout indicates the line length of the legend in relation to the ”x” height.

Hanging panels differ from ground-mounted formats in that they have a fixed width of 12x. This 

includes .75x added to each side. This limits the longest legend length to 10.5x. Because of this 

limitation 3-line and 4-line legend formats have been created for most park units to accommo-

date the hanging format option.

In the first example below, the line length of Blue Ridge Parkway with a 12” cap height (“x” 

height), would be 8’ – 0”. This easily fits into the 10.5x legend length. Adding .75x to each side 

of the sign gives a total panel length of 12’ – 0”.  Using the same ratios in Section 3.1 it is a simple 

matter to establish the panel size for other legend sizes.      
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Hot Springs National Park

Hot Springs National Park Hot Springs 
National Park

Hot Springs 
National 
Park

Hovenweep National Monument

Hovenweep 
National Monument

Hovenweep 
National 
Monument

Hubbell Trading Post National Historic Site

Hubbell Trading Post 
National Historic Site
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Trading Post 
National 
Historic Site

Ice Age National Scientific Reserve

Ice Age National 
Scientific Reserve

Ice Age 
National 
Scientific 
Reserve 

Independence National Historical Park

Independence 
National 
Historical Park

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore

Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore

Indiana Dunes 
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Lakeshore

Indiana 
Dunes 
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Lakeshore
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Isle Royale National Park

Isle Royale 
National Park
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James A. Garfield National Historic Site

James A. Garfield 
National Historic Site
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Historic Site 

Jamestown National Historic Site

Jamestown National 
Historic Site 
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National 
Historic Site

Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve
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National Historical 
Park and Preserve

Jefferson National Expansion Memorial

Jefferson National 
Expansion Memorial
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National 
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Memorial

Jewel Cave National Monument

Jewel Cave 
National Monument

Jewel Cave 
National 
Monument

Jimmy Carter National Historic Site

Jimmy Carter 
National Historic Site

Jimmy Carter 
National 
Historic Site
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John D. Rockefeller, Jr., Memorial Parkway

John D. Rockefeller, Jr.
Memorial Parkway 

John Day Fossil Beds National Monument

John Day Fossil Beds 
National Monument

John Day 
Fossil Beds 
National 
Monument

John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site

John Fitzgerald Kennedy  
National Historic Site 
 

 John Muir National Historic Site

John Muir 
National 
Historic Site 

Johnstown Flood National Memorial

Johnstown Flood 
National Memorial

Johnstown 
Flood 
National
Memorial

Joshua Tree National Park

Joshua Tree National Park Joshua Tree 
National Park

Joshua 
Tree 
National 
Park

Kalaupapa National Historical Park

Kalaupapa 
National 
Historical Park
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Historical Park

Katmai National Park and Preserve

Katmai National Park 
and Preserve
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National Park 
and Preserve 

Kenai Fjords National Park

Kenai Fjords
National Park 

Kenai Fjords
National 
Park 

Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park

Kennesaw Mountain 
National Battlefield Park

Kennesaw Mountain 
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Battlefield Park
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Historical Park
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Keweenaw 
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Historical 
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Kings Canyon National Park

Kings Canyon 
National Park
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Canyon 
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Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park

Klondike Gold Rush 
National Historical Park

Klondike Gold Rush 
National 
Historical Park

Knife River Indian Villages National Historic Site

Knife River 
Indian Villages  
National Historic Site

Knife River 
Indian Villages  
National 
Historic Site

Kobuk Valley National Park

Kobuk Valley 
National Park

Kobuk 
Valley 
National 
Park

 Korean War Veterans Memorial

Korean War 
Veterans Memorial

Korean War 
Veterans 
Memorial

Lake Chelan National Recreation Area

Lake Chelan 
National 
Recreation Area

Lake Chelan 
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Recreation 
Area

Lake Clark National Park and Preserve

Lake Clark 
National Park 
and Preserve 
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Lake Mead 
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Recreation Area
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Recreation 
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Lake Meredith National Recreation Area

Lake Meredith 
National 
Recreation Area

Lake Meredith 
National 
Recreation 
Area  

Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area

Lake Roosevelt 
National 
Recreation Area

Lake Roosevelt 
National 
Recreation
Area 

Lassen Volcanic National Park

Lassen Volcanic 
National Park

Lassen 
Volcanic 
National 
Park

Lava Beds National Monument

Lava Beds 
National Monument

Lava Beds 
National 
Monument

Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial

Lincoln Boyhood 
National Memorial

Lincoln 
Boyhood 
National 
Memorial   

Lincoln Home National Historic Site
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Historic Site  

Lincoln Memorial

Lincoln Memorial Lincoln 
Memorial
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Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument

Little Bighorn Battlefield  
National Monument

Little Bighorn 
Battlefield 
National 
Monument 

Little River Canyon National Preserve

Little River Canyon 
National Preserve

Little River 
Canyon 
National 
Preserve

Little Rock Central High School National Historic Site

Little Rock 
Central High School 
National Historic Site

Little Rock 
Central High 
School National 
Historic Site

Longfellow National Historic Site

Longfellow 
National 
Historic Site

Longfellow 
National 
Historic 
Site

Lowell National Historical Park

Lowell National 
Historical Park
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Historical 
Park

The Lower Mississippi River Valley

The Lower 
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River Valley

Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park

Lyndon B. Johnson 
National Historical Park 
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Lyndon Baines Johnson Memorial Grove on the Potomac

Lyndon Baines 
Johnson 
Memorial Grove 
on the Potomac

Maggie L. Walker National Historic Site

Maggie L. Walker 
National Historic Site

Maggie L. Walker 
National 
Historic Site

Mammoth Cave National Park

Mammoth Cave 
National Park

Mammoth 
Cave 
National 
Park

Manassas National Battlefield Park

Manassas National 
Battlefield Park

Manassas 
National 
Battlefield 
Park

Manzanar National Historic Site

Manzanar 
National 
Historic Site

Manzanar 
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Historic 
Site

Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historical Park

Marsh-Billings-
Rockefeller  
National 
Historical Park

Martin Luther, Jr., National Historical Site

Martin Luther, Jr. 
National Historical Site

Martin Luther, Jr. 
National 
Historical Site
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